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WEATHER

Week endin_ 5/30/82

Heavy precipitation occurred across

the State with two and one-half inches

over the east to around two-thirds inch

in the Panhandle and southwest. Tem-

peratures were about two degrees below

normal with cool days and warm nights.

GENERAL

Planting activities over the east-

ern half of Nebraska were at a stand-

still last week as heavy rains continued

for the third straight week. With corn

planting now running about 2_ weeks be-

hind normal, producers attentions turned

to short season varieties of corn and

planting of alternative crops such as

sorghum or soybeans. Weed control was

becoming a concern as producers in a

number of counties have not been able to

work their fields for over 3 weeks. Pro-

ducers in the Panhandle neared completion

of corn planting and welcomed the rains

which have brightened crop and range land

prospects. Days suitable for fieldwork

were 1.3.

Topsoil moisture supplies rated 1%

short, 22% adequate and 77% surplus. Sub-

soil supplies were 9% short, 48% adequate

and 43% surplus. _ A year ago, topsoil

moisture was 16% short, 69% adequate and

15% surplus. Subsoil supplies were 59%

short, 40% adequate and i% surplus.
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CROPS

Corn plantings were 45% complete, com-

pared to 93% last year and 94% normal.

Thirty-five percent of the crop had emerged,

behind both 70% last year and 75% normal.

Virtually no planting occurred last week,

except in a few western areas. The week's

heavy rains may necessitate replanting in

some eastern fields. Historically, this

year's planting progress is the slowest

since before 1959 when records began.

Sorghum planting remained at 4% com-

plete compared to 55% last year and 60%

normal. Soybean plantings also showed no

progress and were 3% complete, well behind

the 60% of last year and normal.

Wheat crop conditlons rated 4% poor,

29% fair, 54% good and 13% excellent. Vir-

tually all the crop had jointed and heading

was 55% complete. Last year 85% of the

crop had headed, with 50% being normal.

Continued wet conditions in the east were

9ausing some disease and lodging problems

with warm dry conditions needed.

Harvesting of the first cutting of

alfalfa was less than 5% complete, behind

the 25% normal. Alfalfa weevils continue

to be a problem in many areas.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed conditions con-

tinued mostly adequate statewide, with east-

ern areas reporting exceptional growth.

Feedlots were a mess in many areas as muddy

conditions have slowed both livestock move-

ment and gains.

Precipitation, April 1 - May 28, 1982

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ............ 70 1.20 2.60 i_80 2.50

Total since April 1 ....... 3.60 6.00 8.00 6.40 i0.00

Normal since April 1 ...... 4.51 4.92 5.79 5.35 6.02

SW SC SE

.70 1.80 1.80

6.00 8.00 8.90

4.61 5.40 6.34
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